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Side-Path Emails – Applied
Build Your Reader List While You Write

General Side-Path Email Ideas for Authors
What Is a Side-Path Email?
A side-path email shares an interesting idea that connects to the book but does not need to become a main section of the manuscript. It might come from research notes, a paragraph you removed, a small historical or cultural detail, a translation observation, a personal discovery, or a supporting thought that helped you understand the topic more clearly.
These emails are useful because they let the book stay focused while still giving readers a sense of the richness around the subject. Instead of forcing every good idea into the manuscript, you can save some of those smaller discoveries for thoughtful reader communication.
Examples:
· A detail that is interesting but not central
· A paragraph that slowed down the manuscript
· A research discovery that adds texture
· A small observation that points back to the main message
· A cultural, historical, or translation note that helps readers understand the subject more clearly

When to Use Side-Path Emails
Side-path emails work best when the idea is helpful, interesting, and connected to the book, but too small or too distracting to become a main section of the manuscript.
Examples:
· Use a short email when a detail is interesting but not central enough for the book.
· Remove a paragraph from the manuscript if it slows the chapter, then consider whether it could become an email.
· Share a research discovery if it helps readers appreciate the topic more deeply.
· Use a small observation to open a conversation without explaining the entire book.
· Save a supporting idea for readers if it adds richness without belonging in the main chapter.
The Simple Shape
A side-path email does not need to be long. It only needs to introduce the side note, explain why it caught your attention, and connect it back to the larger message of the book. The connection matters. If the side path does not lead back to the main road, it may feel random to the reader.
Examples:
· Introduce the small discovery, note, or observation you found.
· Explain why this side note stood out to you while writing.
· Show how the side path still supports the larger message of the book.
· Leave readers with a small reflection, question, or insight.
Research Notes and Discoveries
Research often produces more useful material than one book can hold. Some of those discoveries help shape your thinking, but they may not need to appear in the manuscript itself.
Examples:
· A historical detail that helped you understand the setting
· A quotation or source that added texture but did not fit the chapter
· A surprising fact that gave you a new angle on the subject
· A background detail that makes the topic more interesting
· A small discovery that would slow the book but enrich an email
Removed Sections and Extra Material
Some material gets removed from a manuscript because the book is becoming stronger and more focused. That does not mean the material has no value. It may simply belong somewhere else.
Examples:
· A paragraph you liked but removed because it slowed the flow
· A story that was meaningful but did not belong in this book
· An explanation that became too detailed for the chapter
· A related topic that deserves attention but not a full section
· A side idea that helped you think but did not serve the main structure
Historical, Cultural, or Background Notes
Small background notes can make a subject feel richer. These work especially well for faith, memoir, leadership, history, culture, and personal growth books.
Examples:
· A cultural detail that helps readers understand a story
· A translation note that opens an interesting window
· A historical example that supports the larger theme
· A detail from the era that gives emotional context
· A background note that makes the main idea clearer or more memorable
Book-Type Ideas
Side-path emails can work for many kinds of books. The exact material will change, but the purpose stays the same: share something interesting that still points back to the larger message.
Examples:
· Memoir: a family phrase, old photograph, childhood location, or detail from the era that helps readers understand the emotional setting.
· Leadership: a historical example, meeting moment, quote, or decision-making detail that illustrates the weight of responsibility.
· Faith or spiritual growth: a translation note, biblical background detail, cultural context, or lesser-known example that sheds light on the theme.
· Practical how-to book: a tool, tip, mistake, comparison, or small discovery that helped clarify the process but does not need a full chapter.
· Personal growth: a small distinction, surprising research note, or removed story that still helps readers think more clearly.
Opening Lines You Can Use
These openings help readers understand that you are sharing a small but meaningful discovery from the writing journey.
Examples:
· I came across a small detail while working on the book that I found fascinating.
· This probably will not become a major section in the book, but it helped me think about the topic differently.
· One side note from my research has stayed with me.
· I removed this from the chapter because it slowed the flow, but I still think it is worth sharing.
· This is one of those small details that does not need a whole chapter, but it does open an interesting window.
What to Avoid
A side-path email should not feel like a random rabbit trail. If the detail is interesting to you but has no clear connection to the book, save it for a different setting. Readers should be able to see why the note belongs in the larger conversation you are building with them.
Helpful test
Ask: Does this detail make the book’s main subject more interesting, clearer, richer, or more memorable?
If yes, it may be a good side-path email.
Examples
Example 1
“A small side note about wisdom and communication”
This type of email works because it shares a small discovery without pulling the reader away from the larger subject.
Subject: A Small Side Note About Wisdom and Communication
I came across a small observation while working on Walking in Word of Wisdom that probably will not become a major section in the book, but it has stayed with me.
Matthew and Luke often communicate in different ways because they are writing for different audiences. Matthew writes with Jewish readers in mind, people who would have recognized many Old Testament references and patterns. Luke often explains details for readers who may not have shared the same background.
That small distinction reminded me that wisdom is not only about knowing what is true. Wisdom also considers how truth needs to be communicated so the right people can receive it.
That thought connects beautifully with the larger theme of the book. The Word of Wisdom is not merely information from God. It is direction, timing, strategy, and often the ability to communicate or act in a way that fits the moment.
I am grateful you are following the journey as this book continues to take shape.
Why this works
· shares one interesting observation
· connects the side note back to the larger book theme
· does not try to teach everything about Gospel audiences or ancient writing practices
· lets the side path support the journey without becoming the whole road
Example 2
“A removed paragraph that still matters”
This style works well when you have cut something from the manuscript but still want to share the thought with readers.
Subject: Something I Removed from the Chapter
As I continue shaping this manuscript, I am learning that not every good thought belongs in the book.
This week I removed a paragraph I liked because it slowed down the chapter. The point was interesting, but it pulled the reader away from the main direction of the section. Once I took it out, the chapter became clearer and easier to follow.
That reminded me that focus is not only important in writing. It is important in life as well. Sometimes we can carry good ideas, good opportunities, and even good responsibilities that do not belong in this particular season or assignment.
Removing the paragraph did not mean the idea was bad. It simply meant it was not serving this book in the right way.
I think that may be one of the quiet disciplines of wisdom: recognizing not only what is good, but what belongs.
Why this works
· turns an editing decision into a meaningful reader reflection
· shows readers how the book is becoming stronger
· connects a side-path detail to the larger theme of wisdom and focus
· keeps the email short and thoughtful
Example 3
“A small detail that opens a window”
This style works because it lets readers enjoy a small discovery that adds richness to the book’s subject.
Subject: A Detail That Opened an Interesting Window
One of the small details I have been thinking about while working on this book is how often wisdom appears before the crisis fully arrives.
In Joseph’s story, the wisdom did not come after Egypt was already desperate. It came during the years of plenty, while there was still time to prepare. That may seem like a small timing detail, but it changes how I think about the whole story.
Wisdom is not always dramatic in the moment it arrives. Sometimes it looks like preparation, storage, organization, patience, and faithful attention before anyone else feels the urgency.
That side note probably does not need its own chapter, but it has helped me see the story with fresh eyes. Sometimes the quiet preparation season is part of the wisdom God is giving.
Why this works
· draws attention to a small but meaningful observation
· connects timing and preparation to the book’s larger message
· creates curiosity without overexplaining the topic
· gives readers a reflective thought they can carry with them
Side-Path Email Worksheet
Use these prompts to turn one side note into a possible reader email. Keep your answers simple. You are only gathering the pieces you need before writing.
· The side-path idea:
· Where it came from: research notes, a removed paragraph, a conversation, Scripture study, a memory, an example, an article, an interview, or another source.
· Why it caught my attention:
· Why it does not need to be a major part of the book:
· How it connects to the larger message:
· The thought or question I could leave with readers:
Remember
Not every good idea has to fit inside the manuscript. Some ideas serve the book best by becoming thoughtful conversations with readers along the way.
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