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Peripheral Topic Emails – Applied
Build Your Reader List While You Write
Two worked examples showing how ideas related to a book’s topic can become engaging emails for readers.
A Create Great Books Course Resource


Example 1
“Gospel Quote Observation”
	Subject: One Small Detail About the Gospels That Fascinated Me
While studying biblical communication and audience differences for Walking in Word of Wisdom, I found myself thinking about something fascinating regarding the Gospel accounts.
Ancient Greek did not use quotation marks the way modern English does.
That means two authors could present the same teaching differently while still faithfully communicating the meaning.
What becomes especially interesting is how Matthew and Luke appear to approach this differently at times.
Matthew writes primarily to Jewish readers who already understood the symbols, references, and Old Testament patterns surrounding many teachings. Luke, however, often writes with additional explanation for Gentile readers or Jews outside Israel who may not immediately recognize those same connections.
In other words, one author may emphasize exact wording while another emphasizes communicated meaning and understanding for a different audience.
The more I study audience and communication in Scripture, the more I realize how much wisdom is involved not only in what is said, but how it is communicated to different people.




Example 2
“Joseph’s Administrative Structure”
	Subject: One Small Detail I Almost Overlooked
One thing I almost overlooked while studying Joseph’s story is how much administrative structure was involved in the wisdom God gave him.
We often focus on the revelation:
seven years of plenty,
seven years of famine.
We then focus on the wisdom he provided to Pharoah to execute a plan to combat the famine.
But that word of wisdom was not the end. Joseph’s solution involved:
organization,
leadership,
storage,
distribution,
timing,
and long-term planning.
The word of wisdom started the process. But this spiritual insight was not disconnected from practical reality. After the word of wisdom was given, natural wisdom had to follow. That natural wisdom involved systems, structure, and implementation.
That small observation has affected the way I think about the Word of Wisdom far more than I originally expected.
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Write. Finish. Publish.
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